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intervention of H.H. the Maharaja, literally at the last
moment, when the first blow of demolition had actually
fallen, saved a unique and precious building.

It is also said that the fact that the temple stands in the
north-east of the fort is a proof of its antiquity: that
being the quarter in which the first temple should be, and
always is, erected.

' The image of Bhairava, about three feet high, has for
its attributes a trident, a drum, a skull and a sword. It is
flanked on the right by a female dtorz-bearer and on
the left by a female figure, apparently Bhadrakali, with a
billhook in the uplifted right hand.'1

The temple now has electric light, and a sapling of the
rare and sacred banni tree has lately been planted in the
compound.

Close by, to the north, stands another small temple^
dedicated to SOMESVARA, consisting of three cells in a
line. The middle one has a very ancient linga; the other
cells enshrine figures of Narayana, Somasundari and the
nine planets, all presented by H.H. the Maharani Vani-
vilasa Sannidhana, some forty years ago. In a niche, on
the south outer wall, is an image of Dakshinamurti.

PRASANNA VENKATARAMANA SVAMI TEMPLE

'. . . Men who have, with a fearful wrench, torn them-
selves from all comforts and pleasures of home, and gone
off without money, without possessions of any kind,
without even clothing beyond the barest covering, to
wander in the jungles of India, by the banks of its sacred
rivers, stopping sometimes in caves, sometimes in shrines,
sometimes in temples, mortifying the body, subduing
the passions, meditating on GOD, striving to realize Him;

1 Mysore Archaeological Report, 1922, p. 2.